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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 435

Introduced by Assembly Member DeLaTorre

February 24, 2009

An act to add-Seetion-327-1-to,—and-to-add and repeal Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 3260)-te of Part 4 of Division 1-ef; of the
Public Utilities Code, relating to public utilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 435, as amended, De La Torre. Public utilities: transmission
facthties—environmentalreview—nfrastracture: facilities.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has
regulatory authority over public utilities—ard—can—establish—its—own
procedures,—subject—to—statutery—limitations—er—directions—and
constitutional—reguirements—ef—due—process, including electrical

corporations. The Public Utilities Act prohibits any electrical
corporation from beginning the construction of, among other things, a
line, plant, or system, or of any extension thereof, without having first
obtained from the CPUC a certificate that the present or future public
convenience and necessity require or will require that construction.

Existing law establishes the State Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission (Energy Commission) in the Natural
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Resources Agency. Existing law requires the Energy Commission to
conduct biennial assessments and forecasts of all aspects of energy
industry supply, production, transportation, delivery and distribution,
demand, and prices. The Energy Commission is required to adopt a
biennial integrated energy policy by November 1 that contains an
overview of major energy trends and issues facing the state. EXisting
law requires the Energy Commission to adopt a strategic plan for the
state’s electrical transmission grid using existing resources, to be
included in the integrated energy policy report adopted on November
1, 2005, which identifies and recommends actions required to implement
investments needed to ensure reliability, relieve congestion, and to meet
future growth in electrical load and generation, including renewable
resources, energy efficiency, and other demand reduction measures.
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The bill, until January 1, 2012, would require an electrical corporation
or a local publicly owned electric utility that owns electrical transmission
facilities to investigate and evaluate, the cost and feasibility of using
high-technology conductors and other advanced transmission technology

in new and upgraded transmlssmn pro;ects—thefeby—rmpeaﬁg—a

%hat—eww&eeHe&l—t%%mrsaen—f&eﬂﬁres The b|II would requwe an
electrical corporation to additionally evaluate the cost and feasibility
of retrofitting existing transmission facilities with high-technology
conductors and other advanced transmission technology, whether using
high-technology conductors or other advanced transmission technology
will expedite the delivery of electricity generated by eligible renewable
energy resources, and enable the utility to increase transmission
capacity without building new transmission towers. The bill would
require electrical corporations to report the results of the investigation
and evaluation to the CPUC by July 1, 2011. The bill would require
local publicly owned electric utilities to report the results of the
investigation and evaluation to the Energy Commission by July 1, 2011.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

3271 —Fhe COMTISIoN sllall_study the-efficacy of eendue_tn_lg
eoneurrent e;'".'l'.e.”“'el“EaFI Ilevllewsl o plepe_se.el eleetricity
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SEEC2
SECTION 1. Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 3260) is
added to Part 4 of Division 1 of the Public Utilities Code, to read:

CHAPTER 3. TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICITY

O©Coo~No ok~ wNE
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3266-

3260. (a) Each electrical corporation or local publicly owned
electric utility that owns electrical transmission facilities shall
investigate and evaluate the cost and feasibility of using
high-technology conductors, including, but not limited to, ceramic
conductors, and other advanced transmission technology in new
and upgraded transmission projects. An electrical corporation shall
also evaluate the cost and feasibility of retrofitting existing
transmission facilities with high-technology conductors and other
advanced transmission technology, and whether using
high-technology conductors or other advanced transmission
technology will expedite the delivery of electricity generated by
eligible renewable energy resources and enable the utility to
increase transmission capacity without building new transmission
towers.
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(b) An electrical corporation shall report the results of the
investigation and evaluation made pursuant to subdivision (a) to
the commission by July 1, 2011.

(c) Alocal publicly owned electric utility shall report the results
of the investigation and evaluation made pursuant to subdivision
(a) to the Energy Commission by July 1, 2011.

(d) This chapter shall remain in effect only until January 1,
2012, and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute,
that is enacted before January 1, 2012, deletes or extends that
date.
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